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EXAMINATION 
i OF 
Mr. KennicortT's Preface 


PARAGRAPH by PARAGRAPH. 


PREFACE. 


E. 4 Fo: T may be proper to acquaint the Reader, 


that the following Sermon was not com- 


A : 5 : poſed, with the leaſt intention of printing 


it; and that it is now printed, on Ac- 


| count of the many falſe reports malevolently Jpread 


concerning tt. 
Exa MIATION. 


\ SgRMoNS are uſually publiſhed at the Requeſt 
of the Congregation, or at the Requeſt of ſome 

particular Friends. Thoſe Sermons, winch have 
been preached before the Univerſity of Oxford, 
have ſeldom been publiſhed, unleſs by Deſire of 
the Vice-chancellor and the Heads of Houſes, 
When a Preacher cannot furniſh himſelf with any 
of theſe Reaſons, and yet 1s ſo ſufficient, and ſo 


fond of his Work, that he is determined to ap- 


pear in Print, he then informs the Reader, that 
the falſe Reports, which have been ſpread con- 
. „ cerning 
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cerning his Diſcourſe, and which perhaps he hath 
| ſpread himſelf, have obliged him to publiſh it in 
his own Defence. His Vanity gets the better of 


all other Conſiderations, and often prevails againſt 


the Advice of his beſt Friends. Mr. Kennicott 
conſulted ſeveral Gentlemen of his Acquaintance 
concerning the Merit of his Sermon, and whe- 
ther they thought it worthy of being offered to the 
Public. There was not one among them, if I am 
rightly informed, who did not diſſuade the Pub- 
lication of it. Particularly his Friend Mr, ——  , 
a learned Man and a candid Critic, made him this 
Anſwer, * Mr. Kennicott, 1 will give you my 
Opinion with great Freedom. Do not print 
* your Sermon. It will do you no Honour : For 
it is, in Truth, the worſt Sermon I ever 
« heard. e ; „ 


PREFACE | 
Having a regular Summons to the Univerſity-Pul. 
pit, the Author imagined ;, that, at this Time of Na- 
tional Danger, it might be particularly ſeaſonable to 
addreſs his learned Audience, in a Diſcourſe upon 
_ Chriſtian Fortitude. And, he the more readily de- 
jermined on this ſubjeft, as not having yet learnt the 
timid Maxims of the men of worldly prudence ; who 
for fear of offending others — or, for fear of diſ 
ſerving themſelves — or, for fear of being unfaſhion- 
able — can, in ſuch days as theſe, keep ſilence, 
yea, even from good words. 
EXAMINATION. 

Ir will here be neceſſary to advertife the Reader, 
that he cannot be too cautious in giving Credit to 
Mr. Kennicoti's Aſſertions. Our Preacher is very 
ſubject to willful Miſtakes, and apt to diſguiſe the 


Truth, when it does not ſerve his Purpoſe. It is 
| | ' NOT 


(5) 19 85 
NOT true, that he had a regular Summons to the 
Univerſity-pulpit. He preached in another Per- 
ſon's Turn, and made ſome Intereſt to obtain this 
Turn, upon a Pretence that he had a Matter of the 
greateſt Moment to impart to the Community, but 
of ſuch a Nature, that he could not deliver him- 
ſelf of it in any Place fo properly, as in the Univer- 
ſity- pulp. PARTVURIUNT MONTES, &c, 
Mr. Kennicolt aſſigns two Reaſons, why he ad- 
dreſſed his learned Audience in a Diſcourſe on 
CHRISTIAN Fox TITUDE. The Firſt is, The 
great Danger, which the Nation is in at this Junc- 
ture; and the Second, The great Share of CHRIS“ 
TIAN FoRTITU PDE and all other Fortitude, with 
- which our Preacher himſelf is endued. For he tell us, 
That he hath not yet learnt the timid Maxims of the 
Men of worldly Prudence, who for fear of offending, 
 &C. KEEP SILENCE EVEN FROM GOOD WoRDs. 
I don't know, whether this be a juſt Characteriſ- 
tic of the Men of worldly Prudence. But if it be, 
Mr. Kennicott ought to be ranked in that Number. 
For I have now before me a Pamphlet written by 
this reverend Preacher, in which he hath ſo care- 
fully abſtained from coop Wor Ds, that in his 
whole Work there are none to be found, except 
thoſe only, which he hath beſtowed on himſelf. 


PREFACE. 
The love of Religion in very many waxing cold, 
and ſome even of the Teachers of it not being ſufficient- 
ly animated with true Chriſtian Zeal , could it be im- 
Proper to endeavour (avatumrupew, 2 Tim. 1, 6.) to 
_ kindle up a living flame in their hearts? Miniſters 
of the Goſpel (it is humbly apprebended) ſhould not 
only fludy to inform the Judgment, but alſo ſtrive 
10 warm the Affections: their Diſcourſes ſhould not 
be, like Marble, cold and unanimated; tho', like 
88 Marble, 
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(6) 
Marble, poliſbed in the hole, and rich in the vein of 


| reaſoning. 


4 IN AT ION. 


Ties many of our Teachers (who are my Lords | 
the Biſhops and all the inferior Clergy) are charg- 
ed with waxing cold in Religion, and not being ſuf- 


Jicientiy animated with Chriſtian Zeal. And there- 


fore the Endeavour of this Preacher is to KIN DLE 


UP A LIVING 'FLAME in their Hearts. And 


when he hath effected this great Deſign, he hopes, 


that theſe Teachers or Miniſters, whom he hath 


here taught their Duty, will then teach others, 


and not only inform the Fudgment, but warm ihe 
 Aﬀettions. Their Diſcourſes ſhould not be cold and 


unanimated like a Piece of Marble, altbo the ſame 


Piece of Marble be «well poliſhed, and very rich in tbe 


Vein of Reaſoning. I don't remember to have ſeen 
ww" Marbles, which were rich in the Vein of Reaſon- 


Some, indeed, I have ſeen, which are ex- 
* well poliſhed, and exceeding rich in the 


Vein of Panegyric. Such are moſt of the Mar- 
bles in Weſtminſter-Abbey, and in many other 
Churches and Chapels. To be ſerious, I can't 
comprehend, what Idea the Author intended to 
convey by this new Simile, or Metaphor, or what- 

ever elſe he pleaſes to call it. And therefore moſt 

Readers, I believe, will be of my Opinion, when 


I pronounce this Expreſſion, 19 be rich in the 
Vein of Nonſenſe. 


PREFACE. 


No Excellence of this, or indeed of any, kind is 
claimed by the following Sermon. Tye Author pre- 
tends to no other merit contained in it, than an honeſt 
 2eal for the true honour and happineſs of his Bre- 
thren, And if, by this animating Principle, be * 

e 


(7) 
led to exceed; a few Minutes, in the length of this 
Sermon ; he hopes to be forgiven this wrong. 


EXAMINATION. 


This Paragraph is a Contradiction to 1 for- 
mer. For here the Preacher diſclaims this Ex- 
cellence of being able to warm the Aﬀeions, and 
very modeſtly (and very truly) acknowledges, 


that neither this, nor any other Bkcellence is to 


be found in his Sermon. The only animating 
Principle, which he claims in this Place, is an 


| boneſt Zeal for the true honour and bappineſs of bis. 


Brethren, whom he had traduced juſt before, as 

waxing cold in the Cauſe of Religion, &c. But our 
Preacher is become ſo very modeſt of a ſudden, 
that he even begs Pardon of his Audience for hav- 
ing exceeded a few Minutes in the Length of bis 


Sermon. However this ſingular Modeſty ends 


here : The Reader will not meet with any other 
| . of it thro* the Reſt of the Preface, 


PREFACE. 


| Should the ftyle of it appear uncommon, from the 
frequent Uſe of Scripture phraſes; ſuch phraſes will, 


perhaps, ſpeak their own propriety. If not; their 


apology may be this — that, if Dr. Middieton, when 

writing the life of Cicero, could ſuppeſe, it would 

give both a luſtre and authority tu a ſentiment, to 

deliver it in the very words of Cicero; it is ima- 

gin d, luſtre and authority may be more eminently de- 
rived to Scripture. Diſcourſes from properly introduc- 
ing the yy words of Holy Scripture, 


EXAMINATION. 


-\ never heard before, that the Uſe of Scripture 
Phraſes was uncommon, either in ancient or mo- 


dern Sermons. They certainly give a Luſtre and 


Autho- 
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Authority to a Diſcourſe, when they are introduc- 
ed with Judgment. And this 1s one of the great 
Fxcellencies of Biſhop T1LLoTsoN's, Biſhop Ar- 
TERBURY'S, and Dr. CLarktE's Sermons. But 
a String of Scripture Phraſes ill- connected, and in- 
judiciouſly applied, muſt neceſſarily confound the 
Reader, and render the whole Diſcourſe obſcure 
and unintelligible. A Sentiment of Cicero's is un- 
doubtedly beſt expreſſed in Ci ERO's own Words. 
But a Sentiment of St. Paul's expreſſed in a 
- Tranſlation, and perhaps in a bad Tranſlation, 
may ſometimes be improperly inſerted in a Work, 
which ought to be'clear and obvious to every En- 
gliſb Reader. To make this Point very plain, let 
us compare this Preacher's Sermon with a Ser- 
mon of TIIIOTSO x' s, ATTERBURY'S, or 
CLARKE's, and we ſhall immediately perceive 
that the Scripture Phraſes are ſo awkwardly thruſt 
in, and huddled together in every Page of CHRIS 
TIAN FORTITUDE, that inſtead of illuſtrating 
the Author's Meaning (if he had any Meaning) z 
they have wholly obſcured it; and, conſequently, || #7 
inſtead of edifying, they could not but create a 2 
Diſtaſte in the Audience: Whereas the other great 0 
Divines have ſo beautifully interwoven the Lan- Z 
guage of Scripture in all their Diſcourſes, that they 7 
have added Perſpicuity, as well as Dignity, to that 0 
3 
V 
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| Reaſoning and Eloquence, of which they were 

ſuch great Maſters. 

I muſt defire the Reader, before we go farther, 

to obſerve the Strength of Argument made uſe of 

in this Paragraph. Such Phraſes, | Scripture Phraſes] 

ſays the Preacher, will perhaps ſpeak their own Pro- C 

priety ; that is, evidently appear to be introduced I 

PROPERLY.. F not, if they do not appear to be a 

Introduced PROPERLY, their Apology may be this, j 
| that they add Luſtre and Authority to Scripture Diſ- 7 
courſes by being PROPERLY introduced. This is = 7 
the 


5 4890 
the Reaſoning of Bardolph in Shakeſpear*s Harry 
the IVth —— © AccommopaTED — that 
is — when a Man is, as they ſay, Ac cou Mo- 
© DATED; or, when a Man is, being whereby 
he may be thought to be accommoDATED. 


PR EFA C E. 


The author was not ſo great a ſtranger to his Au- 
dience, or to himſelf, as io think — that . 
ing Sermon could poſſibly pleaſe univerſally. Nor was 
be ſuch a Stranger to the Goſpel, as to be ignorant — 
that the praiſe of men ought not lo be the firſt motive 
with any Chriſtian Preacher. Yet, as that ſeconda- 
ry motive may be permitted to operate, in due ſubordi- 
nation; be hopes, that wiſe and good men will neither 
judge the preſent ſubject ill-cholen, nor the Manner 
of treating it extremely improper. 3 
He is the more ſollicitous, on this head; becauſe 
the Sermon has been induſtrioufly repreſented, as con- 
taining almoſt every kind of abſurdity ; and threatened 
with the ſevereſt treatment, if at dared to make its 
appearance in public. But, what the author dared 
to preach in point of duty, he has dared to print in 
point of ſelf-defence ; left, from the Repreſentations 
of his enemies, he ſhould be thought uncommonly 
weak or wicked, when he bas only delivered the 
words of truth and ſoberneſs. 


 ExaminaATION. 


| Jo this Paragraph Mr. Kennicott (who is ſeldom _ 


conſiſtent with himſelf through a whole Page) firſt 
renounces, as a good Chriſtian, and immediately 


afterwards beſpeaks the Praiſe of Men. Nay, he 


preſumes, that all wiſe and good Men will agree to 


praiſe him, ſince his Subject is neither ill-choſen nor 


improperly treated. Now I know many wiſe and 
VEN. * ar 


1 bs, 
| Wa 
N 

\ 
1 
i 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
5 iT 
. 4 
bl I 
ö 
11 
| 
Li 
} 
o 
f 
4 
$ x 
7 
1 
: 
* 
* 
f ; 
4 
N 
8; 
1 
7 
7 
. 
# 
4 
: 275 
— oO 
14 
20 
11 
1 
1 
4 \ 
7. FA 
ö 
. . i * 
1 1 
: 9 
+ $8 
1 
1 : 
ry | 
1” 8 
* 1 
* 
75 xy 
14 +: 
þ i'Y 
1 
. 
* 11 
. * 7 
i; 5 
5 
1 
© BY 
? : 
1 3 
1 +: 
»4 
178 
2 q 
$3 BB 
1 
in 
pi 
: 
CLIT 
a 3 
1; 39 
* 1 1 
49. 
1 
22 \ 
} 
2 15 
* 6 4 
3-4. 
7 
1 
1 
1 5 
$11.88? p 
$1 | 
fl 


1) uf 

5 1 
ny 

i} jt 
1 


19 
a 
1 
1 
17 
17 
1 N 
1 
Lis 
. 
1 
1917 
ar 
$44 be F 


9 15 
| his 


— 


. 
— — 


— Hope 
n : — 
r 


> , . ew ">. 
4 OED — — W ” — - 1 2 
em, «Sw _ — — — — * * _ 4a n rr - 
— 2 — — — — — - — 
— — ts 1 — « 4 2 2 Pt AIC 8 2 — 
E — — 2 . n ————— 
< — — — — 1 * 2 eee 
: 5 I ns net” IG I 
* — bo. % 1 hp 4 1 N = 8 
LS — — — > or 


— 


LA 
»— EL 
4 Fw 
— 
—— 


— 
— 


— ae; IP np — — 
.. er 2a IEEE 
= 1 — — — 2 = — —— * 

— |; 
ER > ate, Sa 9 kx ns 


- (10) 
good Men, who have formed a very different Judg- 
ment of Mr. Kennicott's Sermon. They think his 
Subject both ill choſen and improperly treated : And 
this, I have Reaſon to believe, was the Opinion of 
four fifths of his Congregation. I am further aſ- 
ſured, there are many wiſe and good Men in the 
Number of thoſe (of whom our Preacher com- 
Plains) who repreſented his Sermon, as ſoon as he 
came down from the Pulpit, as containing every 
Kind of Abſurdity. And by printing it (whatever 
might be his View) hath he not ſufficiently juſ- 
tified their Cenſure? For, if writing without Me- 
| thod, or Argument, perverting Texts of Scrip- 
ture, miſapplying Paſſages in ancient Hiſtory ; 
if Self-contradictions, Innovations in Speech, So- 
leciſms and Defects in Grammar and Syntax, 
which abound in this Sermon, are to be called 
Abſurdities, this Charge may be eaſily proved. 
But what Mr. Kennico!t dared to preach he dared to 
print: Which puts me in Mind of what a little 
Curate ſaid to the late Biſhop Bur LER, That he 
dared do both in the Pulpit and out of the Pulpit, 
what his Lordſhip dared not do, viz, SpEAk Nox- 
SENSE. But Mr. Kennicott hath delivered the Words 
of Truth and Soberneſs. This he may do, and yet 
be a very ſilly Fellow; or, to uſe his own Words, 
he may be both weak and wicked, He may deli- 
ver the Words of Truth and Soberneſs in one Place, 
and the Words of Slander and Defamation in ano- 
ther. And ſuch a Man I have known, a Prieſt 
and a Preacher, whoſe principal Study was to in- 
vent the baſeſt Falſehoods, in order to black- 
en his Neighbour's Character. Are not the Words 
of Truth and Soberneſs, or even the moſt pious Diſ- 
courſes delivered by ſuch a Preacher, the Cant of 
Hypocriſy ? And does not he wear the Maſk of 
Religion for the ſame Reaſon, for which High- 
1 1 waymen 


—_ 


CH) 
waymen and Aſſaſſins cover their Faces with a 
black Crape? : | 


PREFACE. 


If has been judged neceſſary to ſubjoin ſeveral Notes, 
- meant to confirm certain points advanced in the Ser- 


mon. And as theſe will probably turn the edge of 


criticiſm upon ſome of thoſe Gentlemen, «who have 
been precipitate in their private Cenſures; ſo they 


Poſſib prevail with others, to ſave themſelves 
the trouble of public confutations. NOR 


EXAMINAION. 


There is nothing in this Preface more abſurd, 
than the Reaſons which our Preacher hath here. 
given, for annexing 10 Pages of Notes Greek, La- 
tin and Engliſh, to his Sermon. They confirm no 


int advanced in it. They turn the Edge of Cri- 


ticiſm on no one, And inſtead of preventing a pub- 
lic Confutation, they may probably encourage (as 


they will greatly affiſt) a Writer, who will give him- 
ſelf the Trouble to confute, or cenſure this Perfor- 


- mance. I have, therefore, ſought for other Rea- 
ſons, and I think I have diſcovered the true ones. 


The firſt may be, Aliter non fit, Avite, liber: The 


| ſecond certainly is, The Ambition of being thought 
well ſkilled in the learned Languages. But un- 


luckily our Preacher hath defeated his own Deſign : 
For he does not ſeem to underſtand thoſe Paſ- 
ſſages, which he hath cited from the ancient 
Authors: And his Notes would make as good a 
Figure in any other Place as here, and be al- 


together as uſeful and ſignificant, if they were an- 


nexed to the PiLcrIiMs PRoGREss, or to the 
Srazedy of Tom Tru. OOO 
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PREFACE. A 


The author, from the very firſt reſolution he took 
to print this Sermon, determined to aſſure the Rea- 
der, as be now does — that it 1s printed as it was 


preached, wiTHOUT THE LEAST KNOWN VA- 
RIATION. This aſſurance he gives ſolemnly and re- 


ligioufly and is ready to atteſt it, even upon Oath, 


if that ſhould be made neceſſary — eſpecially, in 
caſe of any farther ſuggeſtion to the contrary from the 


chief Magiſtrate of this place. 

How cautious ſhould Men be of giving riſe to inju- 
rious Reports! Since a thing, once ſuggeſted, ſoon 

comes to be affirmed roundly ; the tranſition from poſ- 
ſible to probable, and from probable to certain, being 


not very unuſual : and eſpecially, where there is pgr- 
tiality in the relaters. As io the preſent report (which 


would fain excite the notion of a very material althe 
ration) it pretends, when ſtriftly examined, to net- 


ther more nor leſs than this — that the word even 
was omitted, in the copy left with Mr. V. Chancellor, 
in one paſſage where it was (apprehended to be) ſpoke 
in the Pulpit. Two Places have been mentioned, and 


both in p. 253 line 4 in this Pulpit in particu- 
lar (even in this Pulpit i in particular); and line 23 
— in this Place many (even in this Place many). 
As to the firſt inſtance, nothing needs be ſaid. And, 
as to the ſecond ; would it not have been ( conſidering 


the times) ſufficiently complaiſant, to expreſs a Per- 


ſuafion— that even in this, or even in any ONE 
Place, there would be Many Martyrs? How- 
ever; had the word even been really wrote in the 


copy us d in the Pulpit, it ſhould not have been omit- 


ted in print: even, I ho it bad been moſt juſtly cenſur- 
able. The truth is, this harmleſs. word was neither 
bere nor there. But ibo never inſerted amongſt the 
words in line 4 or in line 23; it did indeed, and 
does flill, occur between the two paſſages in line 18 


2 
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(even in theſe days); and there it ſubmits itſelf to 
the ſevereſt criticiſm. But — how great muſt be the 
propenſity to cavil; where an inſinuation of unfair 


prattiſes could be grounded, and grounded falſy, upon 


ſo trifling a particle ! Aud — what miſrepreſentations, 
more and preater continually, would have probably 


been added to the abundance of poſt defamation ; if 


the Sermon had not been thus offered to the candour of 


the Pup ! ö 


Eximtin Ar ion. 


Theſe two Paragraphs are to aſſure us, chat 
Mr. Kennicoit's Sermon is printed as it was preached 
without the leaſt Variation. And this Aſſurance 


the Preacher gives us moſt ſolemnly and religiouſly, 


and offers to attef it upon Oath. It ſeems he had 
been affronted by a certain impudent Report, 
which would fain excite the Notion of a material A- 
_ teration, and which pretends, that the Word (even) 
is omitted in p. 25, Il. 23. where. for (Ix this 
PLAck MANY) as it is now printed, we ought to 


read (EVEN in this PLACE MANY). The Preacher 


ſays, that altho* EVEN 7s a very harmleſs Word, 
and might have been uſed (conſidering the Times ) 
without any Offence ; yet, he denies the Accuſa- 
tion, and avers, that he neither ſpoke it in the Pul- 
pit, nor was it wrote in the Copy uſed there. It 
happens very unfortunately for Mr. Kennicott, 
that many Gentlemen in the Univerſity, who 
heard this Sermon, and whoſe Veracity is unquef- 
tionable, have lately declared, and are ready to 
confirm this Declaration with their Oaths, that, 


EVEN in this Place many, were the Words ſpoke 


by the Preacher, whether they were the Words 


wrote in his Copy, or not. I have before obſerv- 


ed, that Mr. Kennicott writes with fo little Care 


and Attention, that he 1s very apt to contradict 


himſelf. In the Beginning of this Paragraph 
{ob EVEN 
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EVEN is ſaid to be a material Alteration ; about the 
Middle tis called an harmleſs Word; and at the 


End, it is degraded into a #rifling Particle, to 
ſhew, that the Accuſation, which is 1 up- 


on it, is a mere Cavil. However, I can by no 
means agree with our Preacher in this laſt Notion; 
and, I think, it would not be difficult to convince 
him of the Abſurdity of it. For, ſuppoſe, three 
or four learned Men were to affirm (and I know 


three or four and twenty who are ready to affirm) 


that Mr. Kennicott is a very bad Preacher, EVEN 


worſe, than his Brother BR— v; would not he 
immediately feel the Force and Power of this Par- 


ticle ? But whether this be a Ving Particle, or 
not, the izjurious Report, which hath been ſpread 


concerning it, hath ſupplied our Preacher with a 


Reaſon for writing 20 Preface, and printing his 
Sermon. For who knows what may be the Con- 


ſequence of ſuch an 7jurious Report? ſince our 


Preacher very gravely informs us, That a Thing 


once ſuggeſted, ſoon comes to be affirmed roundly ; and i 


| then comes, by a Tranſition, to be poſſible, = then 


comes to be probable, and then comes to be certain. 


This is a Sorites ; the ſame Kind of Argument, by 


which the Clown, in a Spaniſh Play, proves, that 


he had ſeen the Devil dancing in the Air. Firſt, he 
looked up, and ſaw nothing, then he ſaw a black 
Cloud, then the Cloud was a Caſtle, then it was a 
Giant, then 1t was a Dragon, and then, by an 0 
Tranſition, it was the Devil. 


PREFACE. 


 Laſth: to guard againſt any additional miſrepre- 
ſentation (and, after what has paſſed, there certain- 
ly cannot be too much caution) the Author finds him- 
| felf obliged to acquaint the Reader. — That be waited 
on Mr. Vice-Chancellor, in the moſt reſpeftful Man- 

| ner'y 


CAE 
ner, to let Him know, be was adviſed to print his 
Sermon; and to aſk, whether He would pleaſe to give 
it His Imprimatur : — That Mr. V. Chancellor de- 


Fring him to leave the Sermon, he aſſured Him, he 


intended printing it exactly as it was preached ; 
But, had not the leaſt objection to leaving it for his 
peru ſal; and left it accordingly : — That, the next 


morning, be received from Mr. V. Chancellor (by his 


ſervant) the Sermon, returned without an Imprima- 


tur; but with a Note, giving him free liberty 70 


print it at the Untiverſity-Preſs: — That be was 
furprized at Mr. V. Chancellor's granting him as @ 
favour what he (apprehended he) had an abſolute 


right to, as a Member of Convocation ; and, in con- 


ſequence of his Oath (to preſerve the privileges of 
the Univerſity) thought himſelf bound to proteſt a- 
gainſt ſuch an Encroachment, as would take from 
every other Member of Convocation his Right to the 
 Univer/ity-Preſs, by ſubjecting it to the deſpotiſm of 
One Member only : — And, that therefore, he ſent 
Mr. V. Chancellor a Letter, wrote with all due de- 
ference ;, partly, to proteſt againſt the grant of ſuch a 


licence; and partly to expreſs his concern, that Mr. 
V. Chancellor ſhould without aſſigning the leaſt reaſon, 


refuſe the cuſtomary ſanct ion of an Imprimatur. 
' The Letter, being of a private nature, is not here 
printed ; nor will it be printed, unleſs the publication 
be made neceſſary by ſtill greater or more public miſ- 
repreſentations of it. And, as to the true reaſon for 
refufing the common favour of an Imprimatur 10 the 
following Sermon, (the Author, tho' requeſting it, 
wot having been made acquainted with it) the Reader 
muſt be left to make his own inference from the Ser- 
mon itſelf. 
. EXAMINATION. 
Theſe two laſt Paragraphs are an Accuſation of 


the Vice-Chancellor for refuſing Mr. Kennicots 15 
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(16) 
IMPRIMATUR, ora TESTIMONY of AppRoBa- 
ION to be affixed to our Preacher's Sermon. 
And he expoſtulates with the Vice-Chancellor for 
not aſſigning any Reaſon for this Refuſal, and 
ſeems to threaten the Chief Magiſtrate with the 
Publication of a certain Letter, wrote on this Oc- 
caſion. To remove the Caule of our Preacher's 
Complaint, and prevent any other Acts of Hoſti- 
 hity, ſince the Vice-Chancellor will not acquaint 
Mr. Kennicolt with the Reaſon for denying him 
the Favour of an IMPRIMATVUR, I will. The 
Vice-Chancellor, who heard the Sermon, and af- 
terwards carefully peruſed it, judged vety truly, 
that the Publication of ſuch a wretched Compoſi- 
tion would neceſſarily expoſe the Preacher to the 
Contempt and Ridicule of all Perſons of Taſte 
and Learning ; and that, if he ſhould give his 
Sanction to an illiterate Diſcourſe, no ſmall Part 
of the Cenſure would fall upon himſelf. If our 
Preacher had not been blinded by his own Suffi- 
eiency, he would have perceived this to have been 
the Vice-Chancellor's Reaſon. He would have 
conſidered the Refuſal of an IMpRIMATUR as an 
Act of Kindneſs, which he would immediately 
have improved to his own Advantage, by ſup- 
preſſing his Sermon. That the Vice-Chancellor is 
no ſufficiently juſtified in rejecting Mr. Kennicott's 
| Requeſt, muſt be acknowledged by every Perſon 
of Candour and Judgment in the Univerſity. For 
if there be any one Gentleman of that Character, 
of any Callege, or of any Party, or Profeſſion, 
who will ſign his AppRoBAT1oN of this Diſcourſe, 
I will immediately recant all I have ſaid; I will 
beg the Preacher's Pardon as. publicly, as I have 
| here cenſured him, and I will acknowledge him 
to be as profound a Scholar, and as great a Di- 


vine, as any in England, or even as he thinks him- 
1 to be. 


1 
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I have before cautioned my Reader to diſtruſt 
Mr. Kennicott's moſt ſolemn Aſſertions, ſince I 
have ſo often detected him in ſaying the Thing, 
THAT Is NOT. At the End of this Preface he 
alleges, that, as a Member of Convocation be hath 
an abſolute right to the Univerſity-Preſs. But this 
happens to be an abſolute Falſebood. Nothing can 
be printed at the Univerſity-preſs without Leave of 
the Vice-chancellor, or the Delegates to whom the 
Care of the Preſs is committed. For, if every 
Doctor, or Maſter of Arts might claim the Liber- 
ty of printing, what he pleaſed, how many Incon- 
veniences and Miſchiefs to the Univerſity would 
reſult from ſuch a Privilege? I know ſome Mem- 
bers of the Convocation, who are very bad Men, 
as well as bad Writers; who employ their whole 
Time and their ſmall Talents in compoſing, and 
publiſhing Libels : And without ſuch a Reſtraint, 
as I have mentioned, that Torrent of Ribaldry and 
Defamation, which theſe Reverend Divines have 
from Time to Time poured forth in their anony- 
mous Pamphlets, would probably have diſgraced 
the Univerſity preſs, and have been a juſt Charge 
againſt the Government of this Seat“ of Learning 

for Want of good Diſcipline and good Manners, 


* OXFORD. 


8 REMARKS 
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R E M A R K 8 


ON 


HE Author of this Sermon hath, in his own 


Judgment, fenced it ſo ſtrongly, both be- 


fore and behind; having uſhered it in by a very 
pompous Preface, and ſubjoined many learned 


Notes to evince the Merit and Importance of his 


Work, that he ſeems to defy all the Powers of 
Criticiſm and Cenſure. However, with the ſame 
Freedom and Candor, with which I have examin- 

ed his Preface, I ſhall make a few Remarks on his 


Sermon, which, I hope, may have ſo good an Ef- 


fect, as to juſtify the prudent Admonitions of our 


Preacher s Friends, and leſſen that vaſt Opinion 
which he hath hitherto entertained of his own A- 


bilities. For vain and ignorant Writers may fitly 


be compared to Town-bullies : | They brag and 


vapour, and threaten, and would be thought in- 


vincible; till at length they are made a little better 


| known to themſelves, as well as to the Public, by 


a gentle and ſeaſonable Correction. 
REMARK. Page 7. 


The firſt Sentence, which runs thus, The Religi- 


on of Jeſus, the Son of God, with what A 
es 


Mr. KENVICOTT's SERMON.” 


(19) 
does 1T command our Reverence and Admiration roR 
the Divinity of its Doftrines, &c. is neither Senſe 


nor Grammar. And the Compariſon of be Reli- 


gion of Jeſus to the King's Daughter, all glorious 
within, and whoſe Cloathing was of wrought Gold, 

| ſeems to me to be very abſurd. It is a Compari- 
fon, which may be ſuitable enough to the Pagean- 
ht of a Popiſh Proceſſion, or the rich Ornaments 
a Popiſh Altar, or the magnificent Habit of our 


Lady of Loreito; but is a very improper Deſcrip- 
tion of the Beauty and Simplicity of the Proteſ- 


tant Religion. 


Remark. P. 4. 


T, be Apoſtle, ſays our Preacher, here drinws forth 


the whole ARMY of SUFFERINGS. An Army of 


Martyrs, or of Sufferers J have heard of; — an 


Army or SUFFERINGS could only be raiſed by 


the Pen of this ſagacious Writer. However, in 


this Place I can comprehend his Meaning, which 


I am not able todo a little lower, where he tells us, 


That Language muſt labour in ſuch exalted Eloquence, 
which ſeems to be the ſame Kind of exalted Non- 
ſenſe, as Marble rich in the Vein of Reaſoning. 
Remark. . 


The Voice of Si. Paul is very abſurdly compared 


to the laſt Trumpet, or the Voice of 1be Archangel, 


that ſhall awake the Dead. 


The Author's Diſcernment is very accurate, 


where he tells us, That the ſeven comprehenſive Suf- 
ferings contained in his Text, aſcend regularly in the 
Scale of Horror, from the firſt and loweſt IRI u- 
LATION, 70 the laſt and higheft the Swox v. And 


yet the Aſcent is juſt as regular in the contrary Or- 


der, at leaſt from PzR1L up to TRIBULATION, 
as from this to PERII. In Truth there is no re- 
2 gular 
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(20) 
gular Aſcent in the Arrangement of theſe Words 
either Way. The great Apoſtle ſeems to deſpiſe 
thoſe falſe Arts, which are apt to captivate little 
Minds, but are often injurious to the main End of 
all Eloquence, which is PERSWASION, 1 


REMARK. P. 3» +. 


Our Author here exhibits himſelf as a Politici- 
an, conſiders the preſent State of the Nation, men- 
tions the Succeſſion of our Misfortunes, and endea- 
 wours do alarm us with the near Approach of our Ruin. 
The moſt ſeditious Preacher could not have begun 


a Diſcourſe in a Strain better adapted to ſerve his 


Purpoſe. We have, indeed, loſt ſome of our Poſſeſſi- 


ons: And. which is more to be lamented, we have 


loft no ſmall Part of our Reputation. But we are 
a powerful People, able to retrieve our Affairs, and 
need not apprehend any Danger from either our 
foreign or domeſtic Enemies, if we would aſſume 
the glorious Principles of our Anceſtors, and reſolve 
to put a Stop to that Venality and Corruption, which 
at preſent have ſuch a fatal Influence on all our 
Meaſures. This ſhould be the Language of a 
Chriſtian Preacher, who honours the King, and 


loves his Country. 


Set REMARK. 11 4. 


Fallen, wretchedly fallen (quoth our Preacher) 
from the glorious Privileges, together with the Duties 
of THAT HOLY NAME, by which they are called. 
The Duties of a Chriſtian we ſhould all have un- 


derſtood, but the Duties of an boly Name, is an Ex- 


preſſion, which certainly wants a confirming Note 


to ſhew its Propriety, 


RxRE- 
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REMARK. P. g. 


We are taught a great Secret, That Chriſtians 
will be able to ſuffer, | like Chriſtians. And this 1s 
confirmed again and again in the following Page 
(the 6th) where we are aſſured, 1ſt, That Chriſti- 


anity will enable us to triumph over the T errors of 


Death ; and 2dly, That Chriſtianity will enable us to 
die, like a Chriſtian Hero. Who can ſay, that this 
Doctrine is not ſufficiently inforced ? 


Remark. P. 5. 
We are exhorted to admire the Hopes full of Im- 


mortality, written with a Sun beam in the Pages of 


the everlaſting Goſpel. And who is there, that does 
not admire our Author's Figures, which are every 


where ſo ſublime and ſonorous? To write Hopes 


with a Sun-beam, is a new and bold Invention, and 
worthy of ſuch a Genius, And yet Thave ſome- 
times thought, that the Main-maſt of the Ship, in 
 Shakeſpear's WinTeR's T'aLt, which bored the 

Moon, would have been a better Metaphor, and 
a fitter Inſtrument to write Hopes with, than the 


brighteſt Sun. beam, that was ever beheld, 


| RINMARk. Þ; 8, 9, 10. 


Our Preacher, in entering on the Subject of his 
Diſcourſe, which is intended toſhew, by a Com- 
pariſon of Heathen and Chriſtian Heroes, that 
Chriſtianity is able to inſpire an higher Degree of 
Fortitude, than the Heathens were capable of, af- 
fords us a very curious Specimen of his Reaſoning 
in the following Sentence: 1f the, wiſeſt of Men, 

ſays he, in ancient and modern Times, have deter- 


mined, that HAPPINESS is the END propoſed to 


Man ; 


; 
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Man; and that VIR Tus is the Means of Hape- 


'PINESS 3 it cannot be the Duty of Man to proſecute 
V1RTVUE at the Expence of Harppiness, That is, 


it cannot be our Duty to purſue the only Mz ans or 


MEeTHrop, by which HAPPINESs is attainable at 


the Expence of that Hayeiness, which is not 
yet attained ; or, in other Words, by the Loſs of 


that, which we never had, and never can have, 
but by purſuing the Mz ans or METHOD, which 
we are not allowed, or which it is not our Duty to 

. purſue. 

He then 8 more particularly to his Ginn: 
pariſon of Heathen and Chriſtian Heroes, begin- 
ning with SOCRATES, as an Example of the For 
mer. Now, conſidering that this is the only 
Inſtance, which he hath produced of an Heathen 


who was proſecuted to Death for the Sake of his 


Religion, might we not expect to find this Hea- 
then, at the Hour of Death, fearful, dejected, 


repining? But Nothing of this appears. Our 
Author, indeed, to mould this Inſtance in ſome 
Meaſure to his Purpoſe, and make it ſerve as a co- 
lourable Proof to verify the Diſtinction, which he 
hath made between Heathen and Chriſtian Heroes, 
hath falſified an Article of ancient Hiſtory, and 
hath endeavoured to tarniſh the moſt beautiful Cha- 


racer, that ever adorned the Heathen World. 


For, ſays he, it is certain that Soc RAT Es, rather 
than be baniſhed in bis old Age, choſe Death as an 


End to all bis Troubles. Reo this Alternative 


ever offered him ? Rather, indeed, than make his 
Eſcape out of Priſon, and thus elude the Laws of 


his Country, he choſe Death. And upon this Oc- 


caſion he himſelf introduces the Laws, as remon- : 
ſtrating againſt the warm Solicitations of his Friends 
(who had contrived the Means and Manner of his 
Eſcape) and urging with the greateſt Force of Ar- 
gument the indiſpenſible Duty of his Submiſſion g 
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to the Sentence paſſed on him. Does not this very 
Submiſſion make his Death more illuſtrious? And 
does not the Speech, which our Preacher has quot- 
ed, and which he awkwardly ridicules, prove both 
the Innocence and Fortitude of this divine Philoſo- 
pher ? But it was neceſſary for Mr. Kennicott's Ar- 
gument, that Socrates ſhould diſcover ſome Signs 
of Fear; and, therefore, we are informed, That 


he touched tenderly upon his old Age, as an Hint in 
Favour of his Life. But what Authority has our 


Author for this Aſſertion? Nay, does not he ac- 
knowledge it to be falſe, when in the ſame Sen- 
tence he contradicts himſelf, and tells us, that So- 
crates choſe Death, as an End to all bis Troubles? 


DEE Remark. P. 11. 
As, to Fortitude, ſaith the Preacher, that is left to 
ſupport us if it can. The only Motive here held out 

to it is poſthumous-fame, or the Honour perhaps of 


its being ſaid, Such a Man was BRAVELY MI- 
SERABLE HERE, WITHOUT THE PROSPECT OF 
BEING AT ALL HAPPY HEREAFTER. And 

what ſtronger Proof of Fortitude could be given? 
Or what ſtronger Conceſſion could our Author 


make to invalidate his general Propoſition ? 


REMARK. P. 12. 


Wo he now and then expreſſes the PaxnTinGs of 


Bis Hope, &c. A Man may expreſs his Hope; 


but the Paniings of Hope are better felt, than ex- 


preſſed. One would be apt to conclude from this, 
and many ſimilar Paſſages,* that our Preacher had 


formed his Style by a frequent Peruſal of the Works 
of honeſt Sternbold and Hopkins ; and it is not im- 


_ probable, that the following Line, 
Lite as the Hart doth pAN and bray, as 


Thus in P. 17. as to, it is, as of, and ſo the, as there 


introduced, are truly STER NHOLDIAN, 


> : . - 5 
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furniſhed him with this Metaphor. If fo, I think 
he has made Choice of the worſe Word of the 
At the Bottom of this Page Mr. Kennicott pro- 
duces a Quotation from Dr. Middleton, and that a 
very beautiful and ſtrong One, in Behalf of Chriſ- 
tianity; tho', at the ſame Time, he does all he 
can to deſtroy the Force of it, by reflecting on the 
Author. For ſurely, if MipDLETON was a Deift, 
(as Mr. Kennicott inſinuates) he could not himſelf 
believe, what is aſſerted in that Quotation; and 
conſequently, no Proof can be built on it by our 
Preacher. 7 On 


| Remanx. P. 14. 


The Author to introduce his Fortitude here, 
hath perverted the Meaning of a plain Text of 
Scripture. Marvel not at this, WonDER NOT (as 
he explains theſe Words) Ar THE FoRTITuDE 
_ oF a CHRISTIAN. But is there any Thing in the 
Context to juſtify this Explanation ? Our Saviour 
in the preceding Verſe tells the Jews, That God 
bad given him Authority to execute Judgment. At 
hearing which, ſome of his Auditors might pro- 
bably ſeem ſurprized ; and, therefore, he opens 
himſelf further, and declares the Reſurrection of 
the Body: Marvel not at this, for, &c. 


Nan nn. Ping 


Our Preacher having diſcuſſed one Part of his 
Compariſon, namely, that of Heathen Fortitude, 
begins his Account of Chriſtian Fortitude in the 
following Manner: The two great Faculties of 
the human Soul, are the Underſtanding and the Will; 
and as to both theſe, Chriſtianity has a powerful Pre- 
ory emmence 


(5) 
eminence in inſpiring real Courage. Should we not 
now reaſonably expect, after this formal Diviſion, 
an accurate Analyſis of the human Mind, a De- 
tail of its various Principles of Action, with the 
reſpective Motives ſuited to work upon each of 
them; and the moſt powerful of theſe Motives 
ſhe wn to be derivable only from Chriſtianity ? But 
this is a Field our Author is wholly unacquainted 
with; and, therefore, he does not venture beyond 
his general Diviſion; and the Motives he pro- 
duces methodically to operate on each Faculty, are 
equally ſuited to operate on either. 


REMARKS. P. 16. L. 21. 


Our Preacher in this Place is unintelligible. Does 
he take St. Paul's Meaning to be, that the Hea- 
thens could not, with any Propriety, call good 
Works beautiful and profitable ? This would be too 
abſurd to need a Refutation. Or is it, that the 
Heathens had not ſo much Reaſon to aſſert good 
Works, to be beautiful and profitable, as the Chriſ- 
tians had, fince by hem the Chriſtian obtains eter- 
nal Happineſs ? This would be ſomething to his 
Purpoſe, but is not the Meaning of the Apoſtle in 
this Place. For he ſays, but a few Verſes before, 
Not by Works of Righteouſneſs, which we huve done, 
but according to his Mercy hath be ſaved ur. 


Remark. P. 17. 
There is no Word in our Author's whole Diſ- 
courſe, which occurs ſo frequently; or is uſed fo 
improperly, as the poor Particle 17. This finiſbing- 
Stroke of Perfection cloſes the Beautituddt taugbt by 
our bleſſed Lord; and ir could only be taught by bim. 
Which 1s the 1 0 to 11? By the Repeti- 
ee e, r lag 24 1, dl 
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tion of the Word (taught) it ſeems; to be referred 
to Bx ATITYUDES. That would be falſe Grammar. 


Shall it, therefore, be referred to finiſhing Stroke? 


That would be Nonſenſe ; at leaſt, to teach 4 fi 


ning STR, would be a ve ry an Wee 


9 wile 


Rruilr- P. 20. 


He wore: very abſurdly, That St. Paul boaſted of 
his OmnieoTency (an Attribute to be aſcribed. 
only to God), becauſe the Apoſtle uſes this Expreſ- 
ſion, I can do all Things thro" Chriſt, which 
frrengtheneth me. 


RemaRxs. P. 19, 20, 21. 
| He enters upon his Examples of Chriſtian For- 


: titude. Hie begins with our Saviour and his A- 


poſtles; but no ſooner has he mentioned them, 


than he himſelf ſuggeſts the Impropriety of intro- 


ducing Perſons, as Examples of Fortitude, Whom 
we may ſuppeſe tohave been* under extraordinary Aſſiſ- 
tances. - Therefore, ſays he, let us proceed to a Body 
of Men, who for more than 200 Y ears ſuſtained the 
Shock, of ten Perſecutions, P. 21. Would not one 


now conclude, that he had * a Set of Mar- 
tyrs, whoſe Fortitude proceeded from a cool and 
rational Conviction only? But theſe likewiſe he 


inſinuates, were alſo ſupported by the miraculous Af 


Sſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, Wherefore, to prove his 
firſt Propoſition e ſtill remains to be proved) 
by Facts, which cannot be denied, he comes down 


to our den Cauntrymen, the noble Army of Mar- 
tyrs in GREAT BRITAIN, who met Death with a 


Lortitude truly primitive, with Courage ALMOST 
apaſtolical. This Au- =O Wo be chang- 


ange | ed. 


.. Todbelusun AN Annie is a curious new 
Phrie, not to be palled by without an Aſteriſk, 


27) 

ed into a ftronger Term. For we are told a feu 
Lines lower, that theſe Briuſp Martyrs, Men and 
Women, were Perſons of EQu aL Bravery with the 
Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians, becauſe x LL 
ſuppatted by God's holy Spirit. Sa that we are not 
yet come to the principal Point (which is the Foun- 
dation of our Author's whole Diſcourſe) the Dit 
play of CHRIST IAN FoRTITUDE, when the Suf- 
ferers were not under any extraordinary Aſiſtances. 

Wherefore, of theſe laſt Sort of | Martyrs, he hath 
given us two notable Inſtances, viz. The PEI. 
Lows of Magdalen College, who were deprived of 
their Fellowthips by K. James; and the ſeven Bi- 
SHOPS, who were committed to the Tower. The 
_ Firſt)! as it happened, by the ſudden; Change of 
_ Government, ſuffered Nothing, either in their 
Perſons or Fortunes. But ſome of the Biſhops, 
indeed, ſuffered much; even the Loſs of their 
Biſhopricks, not by the Tyranny of K. James, but 
becauſe they would not comply with the Revolu- 
tion. 

Thave before hinted this Author's Difaffection 
to the preſent Government; and here this Diſaf. 
fection is manifeſt. For in his Catalogue of Britiſh 
Martyrs, and truly primitive Chriſtians, who reſign- 
ed themſelves to the 12 of God, and feared Nothing 
From Men, (which is the higheft Eulogy he could 
beſtow on them) he inſerts thoſe Prelates, who 
oppoſed the Revolution to the utmoſt of their 
Power; and rather choſe: to be deprived” of all 
their Honours and Eſtates, than acknowledge the 

Prince of Orange to be King of England. 
| Every Man of Senſe, who has hive much in the 5 
World, muſt have obſerved, that thoſe, who make 
the moſt Noiſe, and a Shew of the greateſt Zeal, 
are generally Hypocrites, and Enemies to the Cauſe 
which they ſeem to eſpouſe. And, altho“ our 
ES: - 1 Preacher 
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Preacher calls K. James a Popiſh T: yrant, and writes 


the Gibrious REVOLUTION in Capitals; yet 


this is not ſufficient to diſguiſe his real Sentiments ; 
ſince, at the ſame Time, he unwarily beſtows the 
maſt honourable Appellations, even the Title of 


Britiſb Martyrs, on the Men, who denied the EAwWw- 


fulneſs of that famous Change of Government, 


ho wy Ron the Hanover Succeflion i is founded. 


REMARK. P: 24, 25. 


71 


The Prokicher ſays, that this Ev ENT r (che laws 


jadpnd is ever to be mentioned by trus Engliſhmen, 
&c. aud never to be forgot, and certainly it. never 
will be rok cor, if it be ever MEN T ION BD. This is 
throwu in to reflect on the Univerſity, and to inſi- 


nuate, that this EvenT. is ſometimes paſſed over in 
MA in TIO Silence, in St. b A e 


| Remark, ; P. 26. 


1635 e 40 to this place (Oxford) to bake 
it the Perfection of Beauty and the Foy of the whole 
Earth,. to abound in Zeal—in Zeal for the Glory of 
God and Honour of the King — and to approve our 
. ſelves the Servants of 'Cbrift, and Friends to the De- 


of His Faith, Whoſe Faith? Why the 


Faith of Chriſt. And fo after we have abounded 


in Zeal for the Honour of the King, we are to be 


Friends to the King. This, I think, is called an 


Anticlimax,. a Figure, with which our Author em- 
belliſhes all his Works. 


Remark. P. 27, 28. 


Le Hand of God, 15 s our Preacher, bath "I 
2 e forth Dow our Cattle and upon our 
Corn 


(29) 
Corn and upon our fenced Citits, though firong and 
WALLED ur ro Heaven. And in the ſame 
Paragraph he compares this City to the pop ul ous 
No, THAT HAD THE WATERS ROUND ABOUT 
IT, WHOSE RAMPART WAS THE SEA, AND 
WHOSE WALL WAS FROM THE SeA. ETHIOPIA 
and EO VPT WERE HER STRENGTH; AND HAT 
WAS INFINITE 3 YET WAS SHE CARRIED AWAY | 
INTO der It is not eaſy to conjecture : 
what City our Preacher means, For there is no 
Seaport in Great. Britain or treland, which will an- 
ſwer this pompous Deſcription. If he means Fart 
St. Philip in Minorca by his ſtrong City walled up 
to Heaven, which was like the populous N, &c. 
whoſe Strength was IN FIX IT EI, Sc. I will venture 
to affirm, that he hath a peculiar Faculty of turn- 
ing the moſt beautiful and ſublime Phraſes of Scrip- 
ture into fuſtian, and of fitting them to his pur- 
poſe of inflaming the Nation. I have ſhewn = 
fore that this is a principal Scope of Mr. Kennicott's 
Sermon, which appears more particularly from his 
Note on this Paſſage, where he charges our Great 
Men with a Contempt of religious Principles and a 
general Neglect, if not Prophanation of the Word of 
Cod, to which he aſcribes the Diſappointment of all 
their Schemes. He proceeds in the ſame Strain, 
P. 28. and tells us, that Perſecution, Famine, and 
_ the Sword now threaten us, and aſks, are we pre- 
. pared to meet them? I will aſk in my Turn, can 
this be ſaid with any other Intention, than to alie- 
nate the Affection of the People from their Gover- 
nors, and to alarm the Nation with imaginary E- 
vil? How are we threatened with Perſecution, Fa- 
mine, and the Sword, which are all, God be praiſed, 
at a great Diſtance from us? If this Sermon had 
been preached to a Congregation of Briſtol Col- 
liers, it would r have acealioned * 
ur- 


ſurrection. For we find by Experience, that there 


is no national Evil, which is ſo much dreaded 


(and ought indeed to'be ſo much dreaded) by the 


People, as the Want of Bread. Wherefore they 


ſhould be informed by every loyal Preacher, 
that there is no Cauſe to apprehend ſach a Cala- 
mity. And certainly there is not. For we have 


Corn enough to ſupply all our Inhabitants, and at 


an eaſy Rate too, if a reaſonable Stop were put to 


the Diſtilleries, which ſeem at preſent to be ſo 


many Nuiſances, or Offices, eſtabliſned by Law, 


to turn into Poiſon what was intended for the Staff 


G · w TRACY} WR», 
I have no Attachment, nor do I owe an Obli- 
gation to any of the great Men, who compoſed the 


PD. of N———'s Adminiſtration : And therefore 
I might be juſtified, and perhaps - applauded, if 1 


were to cenſure their Conduct. But Mr. Kennicott, 


and the whole Society of Exeter College are in- 
debted to them for many ſingular Favours. For 
which Reaſon common Gratitude ſhould have re- 
ſtrained this Author from. publiſhing an Invective, 
in which, to render his Benefactors odious to the 
People, he imputes to them all tbe Loſſes which our 


Country hath lately ſuſtained, together with the 


greateſt of all Crimes, the PROPHANAT1ON OF 


THE WoRD or Gop. 
REMARK. P. 29. 


Mr. Kennicott; here in the Cleſe of his Ser- 


mon, exborts his Congregation to receive the Sacra- 
ment on thoſe ſolemn Occaſions, when it is adminiſter- 
ed in St. Mary's Church, and ſeems to cenſure the 


ſenior Part of the Univerſity, as if they deſerted the 


Lord's Table. The devout Communicants, ſays he, 
ought to be many, on Account of the great Importance 
OR, „ EW LE of 
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f their Example to the Youth under their Care, and 
fill more for the Benefits derived to themſelves. 
Now would not the Reader conclude, that our 
Preacher was a conſtant Communicant on theſe ſo- 
lemn Occaſions ? But he will be ſurprized to hear, 
that Mr. Kennicott, although he has been ſo many 

Years a Fellow of a College and generally Reſident 
in the Univerſity, never received the Sacrament in 
St. Mary's Church, (as I have been informed) more 
than once, or twice. What muſt we think of a Man, 
who hath thus publickly charged his Brethren with 
thoſe Sins of Omiſſion, of which he himſelf is moſtno- 
toriouſly guilty ? Does not this Exhortation therefore 
ſeem to bea mereGrimace? To me indeed it appears 
to be ſomething worſe. For the Preacher, a lit- 
tle lower, compares the Holy Sacrament to the Action 
and Speech of MARK ANTHONY, when he produ- 
ced Casar's Body and endeavoured to rouſe the 
RoMans to revenge his Murder. Perhaps nothing 
could be imagined more abſurd and impious, than 
ſuch a Compariſon. Mr. Kennicott ſeems to 
be aware of this Cenſure. For he ſays, in a Note, 
that this is not meant as an exact Parallel to the Caſe of 
the Sacrament, but as an ILLUSTRATION only, But 
is this a ſufficient Excuſe for our Preacher, who 
introduces one of the worſt Men, that ever lived, 
lamenting the Death of a Tyrant, who had de- 
ſtroyed the Liberties of his Country, in order to 
illuſtrate the Paſſion of our Saviour, and the Com- 
memoration of his Death in the Euchariſt ! If this 
Article of Hiſtory had been introduced to illuſtrate 
the Death of one of the Thieves, who was cruci- 
| fied with Chrift, it had been applied with more 
Propriety. Upon the Whole it appears to me, 
and I think, it muſt appear in the ſame Light to 
every Man of Senſe, that Mr, Kennicett's only 

Deſign by. this pretended IAluſtration is to ridicule. 


(32) 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. I am very 
ſure there is not to be found in all Dr. Middleton's 
Works (upon whom our Preacher hath caſt ſuch a 
fevere Reflection) nor in the Books of any modern 
Free- thinker, an Expreſſion, which carries with 1 it 
ſo prophane a Sneer, as this famous Paſſage i in 
Chriſtian Fortitude. 

Although I do not profeſs myſelf a Friend to 
Mr. Kennicott, nor indeed can ever entertain a 
Friendſhip for a Man of his Character, yet I have 
ſo much Charity for him, that before I take my 
Leave, I will give him ſome Advice, which may 
be of Uſe to him in the future Courſe and Conduct 
of his Life. And in the firſt Place J would adviſe 
him, if he ever Fun again to get into St. Ma- 
ys Pulpit, to“ underſtand his Subject, and in- 
| ſtead of offering to a learned Audience a flimſy 

unmeaning Declamation, endeavour to convince 
their Judgment by a Chain of Reaſoning and good 
Senfe. I do aſſure our Preacher, that he has not 
one of the Talents requiſite to form an Orator, and 
whilſt he imagines, that he has the Power of Ac- 
tion, and attempts by an awkward and moſt ridi- 
culous Manner to move the r he only ex- 
| Cites 


Mr. Kennicott has entirely miſtaken bis Subject, and 
the Propoſition, upon which he builds his whole Diſ- 
courſe, is abſolutely Falſe. MAHoMETANS and PA- 
As have ſuffered Death for the Sake of their Religion 
with as much Conſtancy and Fortitude, as the moft re- 


ſolute Chriſtians : And whoever hath been preſent at an 


Auto de Ft at Liſhon, muſt have obſerved, with what 
Firmneſs and Intrepidity even ſome of the Jewisn Wo- 
men have ſeen the Fires lighted, while they were bound 
to the Stake. Enthuſiaſm is of all Ages, Countries and 
Religions : And every falſe Religion boaſts a Martyro- 
logy, as well as the true. A BRAMin would ſuffer the 
greateſt Torments and the mo painful Death, rather 
than kill a Cow. 
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aw) . 


tes the Laughter and Contempt of all, that hear 


him. | 
I woulg adviſe him in his future Compoſittons to 
have ſome Regard to Grammar and Syntax. For 
tis no ſmall Reflect ion on a Man, who affe&s to be 
thought well ſkilled in the learned Languages, to 


be very deficient in his own. At the ſame Time 
he would do well to forbear coining new Figures, 


or making uſe of ſuch Metaphors, as have not the 


| leaſt Analogy to the Thing, which he intends to 


deſcribe, or illuſtrate, and which ſometimes bor- 
der ſo nearly on Nonſenſe, that they cannot poſ- 
fibly be diſtinguiſhed from it. gs 805 
He would judge better, if for the Future he 
would avoid the Singularity of writing Notes on 


his own Works, and the Endeavour of ſetting 


himſelf off, as a profound Scholar, by citing long 
Paſſages out of Greek and Latin Authors, which 


are either wholly miftaken, or prove very little to 
the Purpoſe. - But ſuppoſe they were ſignificant, 


can any Thing be more abſurd, than to produce 
an heap of Greek and Latin Quotations to explain 
an Engliſp Sentence, which perhaps the moſt ig- 


norant Ferſon is able to comprehend ? For ſome- 


times our Preacher's Language is ſo low and flat, 
that *tis eaſy enough to a vulgar Underſtanding. 
But where his Expreſſions are figurative and eleva- 
ted, all the Greek and Latin, and Engliſh too, 
that is now extant, would not ſerve to decypher his 
Meaning. 5 MG = 
It would likewiſe more become him, if he were 


nat ſo apt to contradict great Men, ſuch as the 
late Dr. Clarke and Middleton, when he has not 
Mr. Kennicott attempts to prove, in a Note, that 
CicERo allowed Self-murder to be lawful, from a Paſ- 
ſage in his Tuſculan Queſtions, where CiCERo abſolutely 


denies it to be lawful, unleſs the Perſon, who puts an 


End 
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a thouſandth Part of their Learning. If a Dr, 
Bentley were to criticiſe the Works of the greateſt 


Genius, we ſhould not be diſpleaſed, becauſe we 


might probably be improved by the Controverſy. 
But when a little Pedant attacks a Character, 
which is eminent in the Republic of Letters, it 
excites our Indignation. Mr. Kennicott may, per- 


haps, imagine, that this is one Way of getting 


himſelf a Name: And fo indeed it is: But tis 
ſuch a Name, as a Man acquires by attempting to 
Jet @ Chneh. on Fre HH l 
TI would recommend it to him to behave him; 
ſelf with more Reſpect to his Superiors, eſpecially 


5 


to the chief Magittrates of the Univerſity, of 
whoſe particular Favours he ought ever to retain 
a very grateful Senſe, and to whom by his Oath 


he is obliged to pay all Honour and Obedience, 
Mr. Kennicott has made an Acquaintance with Mr. 
RicHaRpson the Printer, who is an honeſt and 
ingenious Man, well-natured and well-manner'd. 
He hath likewiſe been introduced to ſome of my 
Lords the Biſhops, and, as I have been informed, 
to the SPEAKER of the Houſe of Commons; and 
one would have thought, that their Example and 
Converſation would have tinctured our Preacher 


with 
End to his Life, hath a Commiſſion or Licence from God, 


or can alledge a Cauſe, which God hath approved. In 
ſuch a Caſe, ſays the Roman Orator, a Man reſigns his 


Life, as a Magiſtrate reſigns his Office, as if he had 


been ſummoned to leave it by God himſelf, Dr. CLARKE 
| hath quoted this Paſſage, to ſhew, that CIcRRO diſcoun- 


tenanced Suicide. And every one, who is able to read, 


and underſtand, muſt, I think, be of Dr. CLARKE's 
Opinion, notwithſtanding our Preacher's Cenſure : Ac- 
cording to whoſe Interpretation and Manner of Reaſoning 
it might be proved, that the Patriarch ABRAHAM al- 
lowed Parents to murder their Children, becauſe he him- 
to ſa 


ce his Son ISAAC. 


ſelf corel the Voice of God, when he was commanded 


(35) 
with a little Good-breeding, which is a neceſſary. 
Qualification in every Perſon, who ſeeks a Prefer- | 
ment from the Court, 1 

The laſt Thing which I would recommend to 
this Author, is to take Care, in his next Work, 
not to aſſert a Fact, and offer to confirm it with 
his Oath, which may be diſproved by twenty cre- 
dible Witneſſes. The Want of Veracity is a great 
Blemiſh in any Man, but more eſpecially in one, 
who is in holy Orders. And, although Mr. 
Kennicott may flatter himſelf, that, in a very cor- 
rupt Age, this Defect in his Morals may be no 
Obſtacle to his Promotion; yet I have not fo bad 
an Opinion of thoſe great Perſonages, who have 
the ſupreme Power in their Hands, as to imagine, 
that they will avow themſelves the Patrons of any 
Man living (though he ſhould have a much better 
Title to their Favour than Mr. Kennicott) who 
| ſeems to have thrown off all Regard to Decency and 


Truth. 
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